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Project Goal

I want to gather, share, and preserve immigrant/refugee stories in a digital format. Immigrant and refugee stories are important because these stories connect people and build understanding across time, culture and language. Immigrant/refugee voices make the community richer. These stories teach us many lessons about the importance of family, how to take risks, how to be strong, and how to adapt to new situations. Stories are gifts for those living now and for those to come in the future.

Project Information

Gathering the stories: 

I want to have a conversation with you about your life. For example, we may talk about some of the following topics:

When did you come to the United States? Why did you come to the United States?

Who did you come with? Did you have a job in your country? Can you tell me about your first week here? How did you feel? Who helped you with problems? What were some of the problems? How did you learn English? Do you have a job now? What is a goal that you have? How you reach your goal? What have you learned? What would you like to teach someone else? What are you proud of?

Preserving the stories:

When we feel comfortable with each other, I will record the conversation. It will last 30-40 minutes. I also want to take your picture. I will make a podcast of the conversation and put it on a website at Bellevue College. This podcast, or digital recording, can be downloaded to a computer. I will also put your picture and a short excerpt (a small piece) of our conversation on the website. I will give you a CD of the podcast (digital recording).

I will also write a short article about you that may be published in the ESL newspaper, Northwest News. 

I need your permission to use your story on the website and in the newspaper.
Sharing the stories:

The stories will be available on a website at Bellevue College and perhaps in the newspaper Northwest News. If your story is published in the newspaper, I will give you copies of it.
About me:
I’m a daughter, wife, mother and grandmother.

I’m a teacher.

I’m an author.

I’m a storyteller.

I was born in Spokane, Washington.  I grew up on a wheat farm with my mom, dad, and younger brother, Garrett. I had horses, calves, and a garden. My mother was a teacher and taught me a lot about writing and painting. I graduated from high school in Ritzville. Then I went to Pacific Lutheran University where I received my Bachelor’s degree and a teaching certificate. I got my Master’s degree at the University of Washington. 

I’m married to Ken Imel. He is now retired, but he owned a second hand furniture store in Renton for many years. We have three daughters, Lisa, Patty, and Reagan. Lisa lives in Bellingham. Patty lives in Spokane and has two children, Alexandra (11) and Owen (9). Reagan lives in Bothell with her new husband, Lon, and a little poodle puppy named Oli. 

I have been teaching ESL for many, many years. I started at Renton Technical College in 1980. I also worked at Seattle Central and Edmonds Community College. I have worked at Bellevue College since 1994. I love teaching ESL students. To relax, I take care of my husband, call my children, read and quilt.
The Oxford Picture Dictionary Literacy Program is the first ESL textbook that I wrote. Many students in the United States and some overseas have used it to learn English. My second textbook, Life Skills and Test Preparation, was just published this January. It helps students prepare to take the CASAS test.

I’m the granddaughter of German immigrants, and I started telling stories by listening to the ones that my grandfather told. In 1907 at the age of 14, my grandfather came alone to the United States on a ship. He came because his family was large, and they did not have enough food to eat. He could not speak one word of English, and there was no one to welcome him to America when he landed on Ellis Island. He traveled to Minnesota to meet his uncle all by himself. He never took an ESL class, but he learned English anyway. He worked as a farmer and loved horses, potatoes, and the land. He married. He had 3 sons, but he was never able to return to Germany to see his family again. He spoke with an accent, and his English was not perfect. However, his story has inspired me all my life. 

In my classes, many students have told stories that are similar to my grandfather’s. But over the years, I have forgotten many of them. Now I want to save and share these stories, not only for myself, but for other people as well. Stories have truth. Stories teach. Stories connect us to the past, the present and the future. 

I hope that you will help me with my project. Your story told in your own voice is important. It is a gift for your children and grandchildren or for your future family and many generations to come.

